An explanation of coding in EMIS


When eConsult was invented there was no such thing as online consulting. As a consequence of this we had to “borrow” some READ codes. This basically meant we had to pick some codes that were closest to what were doing. As a consequence we picked:

EMIS/Vision - READ v2 - 9G6: Alert for Telehealth Monitoring Received
SystmOne CTV3 - Y1F3B: Alert for Telehealth Monitoring Received

This code essentially “tags” your eConsults so you can find them in searches. However, as you can imagine if these codes have been used for other things, such as telehealth then you may get unusual numbers.

With the arrival of SNOMED the above code will be mapped over to 699249000 | Alert received from telehealth monitoring system (situation) 


Fortunately, we asked NHS Digital to create a SNOMED code for this type of consultation:

1068881000000101 | eConsultation via online application (procedure) |

You should use this code from now on as it is unique. If you have searches you will need to update them to reflect this or batch code this to the old code if you feel confident.
Our current EMIS searches cover both codes


Templates

The templates we produced also had to “borrow” a lot of coding, again for actions we would not normally do. The idea of the templates is to be consistent and to provide good data on what you are doing. Data is only as good as your inputs so using templates is essential to get meaningful data.

Searches
We built searches to find eConsults and to find outcomes. The searches are not 100% accurate because of the limitations of EMIS reporting and the fact that the codes are not unique. However you can edit, refine and export the reports and utilise Excel or more detailed data analytics tools such as PowerBI.





